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BELOVED, ...call to mind what great things the Lord has done for you, and do 
not yield to despondency. It is not long since that your language was, “He hath 
done all things well;” — “Be still, and know that I am God:” —but now gloomy 
distress seems to have taken hold upon you, and you question whether you are 
one of the Lord’s children, and complain that you cannot pray; but you should 
think upon past mercies, and be encouraged as the Psalmist was;— “Because 
Thou hast been my help, therefore in the shadow of Thy wings will I rejoice.” 

“His love in times past forbids me to think 
He’ll leave me at last in trouble to sink.” 
You should remember, that though you change in your frames of mind, He that 
hath chosen you in Christ Jesus changes not; He is “the same yesterday, to-day, 
and for ever.’ It is ttue He may, and some times for a small moment does hide His 
face, yet with everlasting loving kindness He gathers His people. ‘Heaviness may 
endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning.’ — Copied 


Welcome 


SINNERS are welcome at Sovereign Grace Church. We are a local 
body of the Lord Jesus Christ. As you spend time with us, you’ll 
soon discover we’re an imperfect church, with an imperfect pastor, 
yet by God’s undeserved grace, we preach, believe, and know the 
perfect gospel of our never failing Lord Jesus Christ. Reader, we call 
His name Jesus for He shall (not might, not maybe) rather He shall 
save His people from their sins. And beloved believing sinner you 
already know it! You are complete in Him, saved to the uttermost 
[Colossians 2:10, Hebrews 7:25]. 


Announcements 


Sovereign Grace Church, New Caney / Grace Conference 


Elio Chay, Pastor of Seguidores de Cristo, 
Dzidzantun, Mexico 


Friday, February 23rd @ 7:30 pm, 
Saturday, February 24th @ II am, 
Sunday, February 25th @ 11 am 


Resources 


VISIT our website for gospel articles, live messages, and resources. 


“The effects of God’s love to us” 
“Come unto Me, all ye that are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 


NE of the greatest mercies that can be conferred upon man, is the 

knowledge of himself, and of his God. A penitent sense of sin, 
with a knowledge of Christ, and faithful view of His saving offices, and 
the endearing connection and relation which He stands in to poor sinners 
is worth ten thousand worlds; for until we view ourselves, our sins, and 
our Saviour, in a proper light, we shall never apply for salvation in the 
way of God’s appointment. And He that hath said, “7 am the way, the 
truth, and the life,” is the only way to the Father. He can heal our 
sickness, cure our disease, and cleanse us from the leprosy of sin that lies 
so deeply rooted in the human heart. Feeling our sickness, let us apply to 
this great Physician of souls—that the healing balm of His precious blood 
may cleanse us from all filthiness of flesh and spirit, that we may perfect 
holiness in the fear of God; for without holiness no man can see the Lord, 
for Christ came not to save us in our sins, but from our sins, that He might 
redeem us from all iniquity, and purify us unto Himself “a peculiar 
people zealous of good works” {1 Timothy 1:12-15]—for we are created 
in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained, that 
we should walk in them [Ephesians 2:10]. These being the effects of the 
Spirit’s work in us, and not the effects of our love to God, but of His love 
to us, for we love Him because He first loved us; for, saith the prophet, 
“He hath loved us with an everlasting love, therefore, with loving 
kindness hath He drawn us.” [Jeremiah 31:3]. 
Were salvation conditional, then would it depend upon our own weak 
efforts—upon our choosing or refusing; but praised be God, that our 
salvation rests not upon such a sandy foundation as this, but upon the 
rock of eternal ages—Christ Jesus—upon His absolute promises, and 
His faithfulness to fulfill them: He knows the end from the beginning. 
This was St. Paul’s hope towards the Philippians: “Being confident of 
this very thing, that He which hath begun a good work in you, will 
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6). Upon this 
point of doctrine rests the cheering hope of the saint’s final 
perseverance. God’s gifts and graces are without repentance [Romans 
11:29]. He changes not; therefore it is that the house of Jacob are not 
consumed [Malachi 3:6], and that the gates of hell shall never prevail 
against His Church... 


continued on the next page 


...But notwithstanding we have such promises, and such a foundation 
to rest our hopes for heaven upon, how prone are we to hold out the 
bribe of legality to purchase life of the Lord of life. Lord, save us from 
all legal dependences, that we may come as with empty vessels to 
receive supplies of grace and strength from the inexhaustible fountain 
of Christ’s blood; and as pensioners upon His bounty, for giving doth 
not impoverish Him, neither doth withholding enrich Him: He hath 
enough for each—enough for all—enough for evermore! 


“Should our tears for ever flow, 
Should our zeal no languor know, 
This could not for sin atone— 
Thou must save, and Thou alone: 
In my hands no price I bring, 
Simply to [You O Lord] I cling.” 
[John 10:27-30] 


Thus it is of faith that it might be by grace, for by grace are ye saved 
through faith, and that not of ourselves—not of works, lest any man 
should boast [Ephesians 2:8-9], and this from man must be ever 
excluded, for whatever good effect is produced in us, is of the Holy 
Spirit’s work upon the mind of man; if this be withdrawn, all the means 
in the world would prove ineffectual—the Word may sound in the ear, 
but without the Spirit’s application, its weighty and solemn truths will 
never sink and take root in the heart; it will only be the word of man to 
the ear—not the Word of God to the heart. What need have we to 
entreat His gracious influences to accompany every means: we wait 
upon the Lord that they may be made effectual to our soul’s good, for 
we are rapidly gliding down the stream of time—into that, boundless 
ocean of eternity, from whence no traveller returns. Then whatsoever 
our hands find to do, may we do it with all our might, for there is no 
knowledge or repentance in the grave, whither we are all hastening. 


— John Gadsby (1808-1893 ~) 85 © 


From the article, “The Words of Eternal Life” / bookshelf.sovereigngrace.us 


As he lay [dying], his dear wife...said to him, “I am sure, my dear, that the everlasting arms are 
underneath you.” He said, with much meaning, “They are! they are!” At another time...his wife 
turned to the 46th Psalm, being a favourite of his. She read— “There is a river, the streams whereof 
make glad the city of God...” He said, “Yes, yes, a river—a full river.” And on the following day he 
said, “Let me see the King in His beauty.” On another occasion he was asked “if there had been 
anything brought to his mind?’ He said, “Yes,— His love in times past forbids me to think—He’ll 
leave me at last in trouble to sink; Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review confirms His good pleasure 
to help me quite through.” 


